- T'—:%KA,\ o 711:‘1,:‘:;:_);, , ),é,
5

R 4 GRs AT

BERE B AZ AL > A G &_FQJ‘si‘ogﬁbFfwzF i

T CERE S RRARRREL T
ZfE e AP RSHES GBI IS T g A et o AR hkiRriF
24, - FhAL - B * 3 ok Fitg o mEEd g kiRp = F—*é%w EE= d“'fTi? °ﬂfTé§§\f’la’%*”‘ i
G . 7 <) 5 = 3 , -
: LR LA L Ly ke ApFELIKLA o AL TR B
&:T%iWﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁriiﬁﬁkﬁﬁ $iE oA F G TT L, o A
B HE ﬂé%&»i‘g’—giﬂ¢ A gy b7 ol

:5&;?&7@,4)9&7 E

X

B R

-
- =
~ A4

Ck' \_‘\ \*‘:’SL AN
IR TR S

N

P -
\

A ¥ T
Rt
<+ %
&F_F?

HREFD T (FFPE-FNF -
ﬁm>%ﬂzr&&1fii§
BT ERET WA B S
ERA YRS T FHF

rzf'%igﬂq?fi
i, 2 ErH

>~
g0y
»
Jm
L
=
- Sk

fﬁ’{ﬁﬁﬂ-i_{ T % ? m";Jgi y VA

£ E%’ft’] b= )

AEARBERFT VL A dRE o 4
@%&F\ F;‘-‘H[/};ﬂm-ﬁ‘ » 4 <<’3‘F“‘-
/J";@-x~_a-}>>5:’l"¥:7 r%ifigh,g\;
9J/§'L1’“m<<pwf§f vrv52>>z\, )
FROLE T s B8 <297

JpAT e kg ph T ik 2 R
E‘E o

E?F

NSRRIV SFEE

P%Aiﬁ’rI“ﬁJ%W@ﬁE%%é
R L ES R £ A BMEF bPFHoERERSL CBEL
kvt T EE 27 AR Epsts b1 3 2 #%%&%Piﬁé
ZRF R Rt S KR LA srRare Tl | gk ¢ shp ¥ B A

x

o

A e g Rrehbr @8 - 0 A

A e e dle 350

%J%K%vﬁl._' q @ 4}5

ORI

Mok s R

T 2R I")\»g’,(@)Jaqt I'.)\,J

o

, =

{7

B TRRT L kg kKT

| m:J\F ra.‘f Tk m;*—j’;r} s _,/\—L-

g
R
=

4

L

g 2

S F

w bk s 1 F

L -

kT
5(

‘\,-,T:i <<; &Se_>> 'J.:’—il r

= ) 3 e TmA, 3 a4c

ﬂf*-%hm‘i

K

&



P e A x )J.}u
P EERE D KA g i bEeF
(5. ‘%k>>7‘ "% 4."1&.M¥W1J :
dppt A LR SHEE ARG - ARG
v m%“ﬁ%ﬁr f ”E*-”ﬁ A EE S 2 R
BRI »

—\; ’ r%;’;“:&J

2 PT o TR o R T - A foq
S B lE EIA LR oG x;ﬁ—*ﬂzajg
- H B2 -

D ZImANIREEL

A2 JL Eif_;% TS AT
ﬁ@ TIER: St RN ST
%\%Z@I—jmri%\J‘{‘fﬁTJi

- »ﬁr;ﬁ\%iﬁmw ESy - Ap
A LT f2d FiAr] T
CERINEEENAN s@@&%&ﬁﬁ’
§4(«g\)6%,iﬁ<w MR IE
cHARLEZE EATE 2w

%M’mﬁégiﬁi;ﬁiw’aﬁw:

I TR R SR R -

TR CLEE NE  E R
TEETTT TTEERY FE RGP
Ao TR @HE P A F S ER A2 T#
fvj‘.?fu—'ffJ s E TEph 4 % | (TEid 4
sEE R s PRk EZ AA) o AP LD -

P2 e & Aph 2 - o B R = L R
i%gm(agﬁ_l’ﬁ FREF ) o Txi%, 4
Zo 2 - o HEFauamE R oo
E-Fe THHIE, 24
A

EES
i THTamser 2 Tafs | oo
¥ RUeBRE A (5 L e g

BPlipgie B o = P2 AR R FFGR
lﬁffrﬁi&° l—'/‘;"’J {iﬁ‘}’ﬁi”#ﬂ%é?ﬁﬁ%?ﬂé
fFFdrE R F RSP ER

(ks ) sl (2gi2) 5 0 Ning o
TR RN AN RS ngx;;v»}g_—J.m
B R L Ey o THIL Eo L
w2 g 0 A REEEE o *?FFE AR - &
i;ﬁﬂéggé;.aﬁ; F*rz;é ) y;l,ngﬁ
7:‘»55:&?757'9%“3"1’%1@]5,’3;4'*;@ 5E % B A
T4 g e

CNTS 3 E RS-

X EFRRA Hoax 4 o

R 34 lﬁl”bk’%ﬁﬂ;‘:f’ s 7\7[.

Tz, #x%

PR EPERSEES PR
LA H A - Kk IEIRT
hORILGL o R EEHABSEEAET o

YAl

P, %32

TR BRPEA R E R A
%‘“oﬁt’ T EAAW K p R P RTY

#r LS Ao F] RS H B R F B
T FRBT 2 BN R £ KA o

?ﬁ*x%@i@&ﬁ’zﬁ%ﬁii
%ﬁ ’ “{—E/%% , ‘QF’K{E/;}‘%% .1 f“' ) F%_
V4 #’”\ A g H o

2020/10/14

IE — R R SR X BF &
BT+ RERRE AT

§5 1 RASFIAR) % BT £ 888 5L
351 TEL:049-2511199 [ # TEL: 02-28366519
Hen o www.cts65.0rg




Talisman Ensuring Peace and
Safety

Description, Efficacy, Usage

The Way of Celestial Masters was created
during the Han dynasty; hence in its structure,
the talisman represents the Han people’s
cosmological way of thinking — a division of
the universe into three spheres: celestial, earthly,
and human, that are placed up, down and in the
middle respectively.

Talisman Ensuring Peace and Safety helps
its holder stabilize their heavenly soul hun and
earthly soul po. It is also a protective
amulet that keeps away evil forces. This
talisman can be divided into three parts: the
upper part depicts changes of qi, usually
described as Five Phases, a notion signifying
the Taoist law and the primordial energy traced
back to the Most High Lord Lao -- it is said that
Lord Lao integrated transformations of gi into
Five Phases; the middle part of the talisman
shows the governing departments of the Big
Dipper; the lower part is a symbolic
representation of the Three Five Iron General
holding a Burning Wheel, the Grand Protector
who shields against evil and harm.

Five Phases Transformation

The symbol on the left represents
the Five Phases (metal, wood,
water, fire, earth) that the Most
High Lord Lao brought into
motion  to  facilitate  their  unending

transformations. It is the source of power for
the Great Guardian, the principal executive
deity of this talisman.

For those who regulate their gi through
breathing exercises, a passage from the
“Treatise on the Communication of the Force of
Life with Heaven” chapter in The Yellow
Emperor’s Classic of Internal Medicine:
“When the qi of Five Phases enters the body,
human life begins” can provide some valuable
insights. According to ancient Chinese medical
knowledge, the qi of the Five Phases that reside
within our bodies is often imbalanced due to
our negligence: in some cases, we have too
much of it, and in others, too little. According
to the “Items Needed to Successfully
Coordinate Transformations of Five Phases in
Human Body to Secure a Hearty Old Age”
chapter of the Wondrous Scripture of the
Highest, Limitless Salvation of the Luminous
Treasure School: “When the Five Phases are
successfully coordinated, the gi can circulate
without obstructions. When the qi circulates
without obstructions, one is protected from
harm or premature death and can live out their
natural lifespan.” That is the qgi of the Five
Phases, an outcome of Lord Lao’s effort to
refine and transform primordial qgi. If a person
can continue cultivating the qi of Five Phases,
she can replenish its insufficient amount in her
body or stabilize it into a harmonious state.



The Handle of the Big Dipper and
Seven Stars

Many folk tales describe the gods
abandoning their dwellings in Heaven
and descending to the human world. The belief
that human fate is written in the stars
remembers the beginning of civilization. In the
“Small Odes” part of the Book of Odes Shijing,
the lyrical subject asks: “Heaven gave birth to
me, but why was it at such an unfortunate
time?” ; The Han scholar Wang Chong in the
“Meaning of Destiny” chapter of his Discourses
Weighed in the Balance Lunheng, describes
why there is a diversity of people with shorter
and longer lifespans or blessed with prosperity
and doomed with poverty: “The position of
people might be higher or lower, and their
wealth bigger or smaller, according as the stars
distributing all this, rank higher or lower, are
larger or smaller.” In the treatise from the
Eastern Jin dynasty, The Master who Embraces
the Unhewn Baopuzi, the author Ge Hong also
believes that: “The human embryo is born after
the gi takes form, and this is dependent from
the changes in the position of constellations.”
All these examples show a traditional belief in a
strong correlation between human destiny and
the position of stars.

According to the doctrine of the Way of
Celestial Masters, the Original Spirit that
dwells inside every human being is controlled

by the Dipper Departments doufu — its place of
origin and return after the body’s death. Since
there are five major constellations in heaven,
five Dipper Departments correspond to the
world’s five directions: East, South, West,
North, and Middle. In the beginning, the Way
of Celestial Masters was known under the name
The Way of Five Pecks of Rice wudoumi dao
because all new members were required to offer
five pecks of rice as a sacrifice for the deities
living in the five heavenly constellations, who
watch over them and decide about their destiny.
Back then, rice was the most basic type of food
that sustained peoples’ lives, which means that
Taoism, grounded on the idea of “five pecks of
rice” as an offering, is a religion that respects
the value of life. No wonder Taoism focused on
longevity and healthcare practices in its later
development and came up with many ways to
protect life from various evil forces and
malicious spirits. The aim of one of the most
important Taoist liturgies - the lidou ceremony,
is to offer prayers to the gods governing the
Dipper Departments and ask for their protection
over human’s Original Spirit. Although many
Taoist groups performed this ceremony, it was
initially created by the Celestial Masters.

BL‘ The sign on the left consists of two
/

Chinese characters: “cup” or “dipper”
dou ( ) and “mouth” kou (,@ ).
\ Doukou are the guarding unit of the

Big Dipper Departments — their main

task is to protect human souls hun and po. The
second character in doukou, kou, is written in
the form of an unregular square that might look
sloppy. Nevertheless, this specific type of
brushwork aims at imitating the flow of water
as if the dipper were filled with liquid. Water is
placed here as the counterpart to the fire in the
lowest part of the talisman, the symbol for the
“Burning Wheel” ( @ ). The “Great Plan”
chapter of the Book of Documents describes the
characteristics of the Five Phases in the
following way: “Water flows down, while fire
burns up.” The way the two phases, water and
fire, are placed in this talisman (water in the
upper part, fire in the lower part) shows that the
water running uphill eventually will flow down,
and the fire burning downhill will ultimately
rise up. This is an example of an opposite yet a
complementary movement, a circle of an
unceasing flow of life.

The idea of putting water in the upper part
and fire in the lower part is also present in the
sixty-third hexagram of the Book of Changes
called jiji ( = ) . This hexagram points to a
situation when someone had already passed the
river and thus successfully went through some
test. Judging by the structure of this symbol, it
is the most perfect hexagram in the whole
collection. Nevertheless, according to the
Taoist law, things must develop in an opposite
direction when they become extreme. In the
Book of Changes commentary, we read: “The

2



consummate person forestalls trouble by
thinking about it. ” In other words, one must be
careful even during the moment of triumph and
be vigilant despite being peacetime. There is a
hidden meaning in this part of the talisman,
implying that although the holder of this amulet
receives a divine blessing, they should not rely
too much on its protective powers and lose their
cautious state of mind. Otherwise, they could
easily fall into trouble.

/ Those seven strokes curved to the left
} represent the seven stars of the Big
Dipper. According to the “Items Needed

é to Help Seven Stars Get Rid of
Calamities” chapter of the Wondrous
Scripture of the Highest, Limitless Salvation of
the Luminous Treasure School: Heaven has
Three Steps, human has three celestial souls
hun; Heaven has Seven Stars; human has seven
earthly souls po; The three celestial souls
belong to the yang, seven earthly souls belong
to the yin.” The seven Stars of the Big Dipper
correspond to the seven earthly souls in the
human body. Seven po are of yin nature, hence
they are naturally unsettled. Various Daoist
scriptures say that on every first, fifteenth, and
thirtieth day (or every seventh, seventeenth, and
twenty-seventh day) of each lunar month,
“seven earthly souls roam about the human
realm and get easily contaminated with impure
energy... Sickness and injuries are all brought
by wandering po souls. Looking forward to

human death is the nature of earthly souls;
desiring human corruption and fall is the curse
of earthly souls.” Taoism connected seven
earthly souls to the Seven Stars in the Big
Dipper constellation hoping for divine guidance
and control over the death-seeking souls, letting
them settle within the human body. The rest is
in the hands of the practitioner — through a
scrupulous and long period of self-cultivation,
they can transform their earthly souls into a
more pure form of energy.

: The Grand Protector — Iron
General and his Burning Wheel

The executive unit of this talisman is

The Imperial Guardian of the Eastern

Peak Department Ministry — The Iron
General of Grand Thunder and Burning Wheel.
The Iron General, also called Ding, is one of
the Ten Imperial Guards and Earthly Spirits
Commanders of the Eastern Peak. Many refer
to him as the Iron General Capturer of Ghosts.

Eastern Peak is another name for Mount
Tai, the prime of the five sacred mountains.
There is a saying popular among people since
the Han dynasty: “All ghosts are dwelling back
to Mount Tai.” The Emperor of the Eastern
Peak is the supreme deity of the underworld
that governs the lifespan and status of humans
in this world. In the Treasured Announcement,
the Emperor of the Eastern Peak is said to:
“maintain the order in the underworld; [he] has

the power over the good and evil in the human
world and commands every phenomenon that is
concerned with life and death. He punishes
treachery and evil. The Eastern Peak is divided
into thirty-six sectors, each governed by a deity
under his scope of jurisdiction.

The Earthly Spirits are historical figures
who, thanks to their significant contributions to
the state and the people, became objects of
veneration after their death (people burned
incense and made offerings to them.) The
Commanders of Earthly Spirits of the Eastern
Peak are led by the Wengiong General and are
the official army of the Peak Department. They
rapidly pursue and apprehend ghosts and spirits
roaming in the world unlawfully and bring
them to justice. Wengiong General is one of the
four Great Generals of Mysterious Altar in
Zhengyi Taoism, the teacher of the XXX
Celestial Master Chang Jixian, also called the
Celestial Master of Appeasing Emptiness. The
Grand Protector is a ministerial title that points
to one of the Three Excellencies (the three
highest officials in Ancient and Imperial China)
and indicates the highest grade in the civil
service system: the Zhengyi or Standard class
rank. The Grand Protector of the Eastern Peak
is, therefore, a high-rank official in the
underworld.

The Iron General in this talisman assumes
the office o the Three and Five Heads Burning
Wheel General. Three and Five Heads is one of

3



the second-rank talismans of the ancient
Zhengyi Taoism. The Burning Wheel @ in
this talisman symbolizes the other part of the
General’s title, “The Burning Wheel General.”
In the Daozang, there is an incantation referring
to this name: “Flaming wheel, flaming wheel,
commanding over the thunder....” Burning
Wheel, when related to thunder, indicates rapid
speed and ferocity of action. It does not have
anything to do with the modern transportation
vehicle, the train (in Chinese, called by the
same name). This is to point to a characteristic
of the Iron General, the speed with which he
hunts down the malicious ghosts and spirits and
the burned marks he leaves after he catches
them.

X
b

A seal in the middle of the sacre?
talisman is significant. Talismans not sealed or
sealed using the wrong seal do not serve their
purpose efficiently. There are two necessary
seals that cover the amulets made by Celestial
Masters: The Seal of the Head of the Yangtai
Region and The Seal of Celestial Master. The
first one indicates the region under control, and
the second shows the status and duties of the
holder. The Seal of the Head of the Yangtai
Region was bestowed to the first Celestial
Master by the Most High Lord Lao. In the
beginning, the land governed by the Celestial

Celestial Master’s Seals

Masters was divided into 24 regions for both
administrative and religious reasons. Each of
these 24 regions related to one of the Five
Phases, one of the 24 periods of the year, and
one of the 28 constellations of the zodiac. The
word “region” zhi also means “govern with
order and civility.” That is why the Pearl
Satchel of the Three Caverns, citing the
fragment from the Precepts of the Mysterious
Capital, says: “zhi corresponds to the inherent
human nature, fate-destiny, heavenly soul and
spirit.” The headquarters of the movement were
in the Yangtai Region, where the Celestial
Master was exercising control in person. The
leader of each region was called “the head”
dugong. Since the Celestial Master Chang was
the head of the Yangtai Region, he used a seal
to indicate his area of rule and confirm his
political power. Those two seals appearing in
the Yuhua Ministry Talisman prove that the
current Master Chang of the Taoist Association
holds the same authoritative power as his
ancestors.

The efficiency of the Talisman

This talisman worksin two ways: it
secures peace inside while simultaneously
resisting the invasion of foreign forces from the
outside. Kept close, it stabilizes its holder’s
three heavenly souls hun, and seven earthly
souls po, while simultaneously warding off evil

spirits and impure energies circulating in the
outside world. This talisman carries a potent
protective spell, keeping its holder safe
from harm and bad influences.

How to use this talisman?

You can hang this talisman in your living
room. You can also carry it with you in your
bag, wallet, or pocket. Those who have
ancestral altars at home must avoid bringing
this talisman close to the memorial tablets. If,
after using the amulet, you do not want to keep
it anymore, or if your talisman has
been damaged and you want to throw it away,
you must burn it together with a sufficient
amount of gold spirit money.

Taboo concerning talisman usage

If you have an ancestral altar with
memorial tablets in your house, you cannot
hang this talisman in the household. It is better
to keep it close to you, but you still need to be
careful - do not walk before the memorial

tablets while having it on you.
2023/01/20 Version
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LXV Celestial Master Chang Ei-Chang

Educational Center and Taoist Studio in Changhua
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